April 2025 @

1st Glory Group and Bethel UMM

450

FQOM DEATH 10th and 24th—Food Pantry
COMES LIFE

FROM
DARKNESS Trustees Meetin
HT. )

23rd —Shut-in Meals delivered

14th Sally Star Circle
17th Maundy Thursday Service

21st Finance Committee Meeting

The Bethel Church Family extends our condolences to the family and friends of

Mr. James W. Skardon who went on to Glory March 31st at the age of 104.

Nursing Homes/Shut-Ins/Distant Members: Jane Brown, Nina Crosby, Lucille Culpepper,
Sarah Anne Dean, June Dyches, Lynn Harrison, Joy Lawson, Jeanine Price, Rusty Riddle,

Kay Speaks, Miriam Westbury

Military Service: Elijah and Kaeleigh Forni, Matthew Mangum, Jordan Ray, Tristan Ray

EASTER

Easter Lilies will be used on the altar this year on Easter Sunday. The cost of the Lilies will be $30 each.
There will NOT be a deadline to order as we will have only 25 Lilies. Only the first 25 paid orders will be
accepted. If you do not wish to have a Lily, you may still put a dedication in the bulletin.

Forms for either can be found in the Narthex, or you can simply record your memorial/honorarium on an
offering envelope with payment. Lilies may also be purchased online, marked as “designated gift”, or you
can mail in a check.

The Youth will be
decorating the cross
on Easter. Please
bring flowers - fresh
cut from your yard or
store-bought.




>

EMORIAL
EMO) March

In Memory of Eunice Howard by: Carl & Grace Ann Brown

In Memory of Michael Padgett by: Carl & Grace Ann Brown

In Memory of Doris Bone by: Carol Slocum, BUMC Will Goodwin Class,
Barry & Mona Williams

In Memory of Bonnie Thomas by: Elton & Charlotte Culpepper

In Memory of Becky Kinard by: Mary Wynn Chamblin, Jo Anne Boone,
BUMC Will Goodwin Class, Delores Crosby, Tony & DeLoris Hamilton,
Melinda Moorer, Terry & Toni Walters

In Memory of Gene Rhodes by: Duncan & Cindy Hunt, Ellison & Marie
Young, Mary Wynn Chamblin, Tony & DeLoris Hamilton, Riddick & Deborah
Ackerman 1

3
Why go to Church? afa

A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and complained that it made no sense to
go to church every Sunday.

He wrote: “I've gone for 30 years now, and in that time | have heard something like 3,000 sermons,
but for the life of me, | can’t remember a single one of them. So, | think I’'m wasting my time, the
preachers and priests are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all”.

This started a real controversy in the “Letters to the Editor” Column.

Much to the delight of the editor, it went on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: “I've been
married for 30 years now. In that time, my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of
me, | cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals.

But | do know this: They all nourished me and gave me the strength | needed to do my work. If my
wife had not given me these meals, | would be physically dead today.

Likewise, if | had not gone to church for nourishment, | would be spiritually dead today!?” When
you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to something! Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible
& receives the impossible!

Thank God for our physical and our spiritual nourishment! IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ALL, YOU
CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL! B.I.B.L.E. simply means: Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth!

mamiihare

ligh
Spotlight on Billie Shoupe! From Dr. Spencer Witkin Sp-b Ig b

We're excited to share this PRTC Connection article, which features our very own Billie Shoupe! Billie has been a
cornerstone of our office and this community for decades, always putting others first with her kindness and dedica-
tion. Born and raised right here, Billie began her dental career in this very building with Dr. Sam Hazel in 1981—Ilong
before Dr. Witkin took over. She’s been a part of our dental family ever since and, even though she’s now here just
once a week, she remains a vital part of our team. Beyond the office, Billie’s impact stretches even further. She was
honored as the Grand Marshal of the Rice Festival Parade last year, a well-deserved recognition for someone who
has given so much to our town. Her son, daughter, and four wonderful grandkids are also very active in the commu-
nity, carrying on her spirit of service and connection. We are so lucky to have Billie in our office and in our lives!
Check out the article to see a familiar face.

https://issuu.com/wordsouth/docs/palmetto _connection _march_april 2025?
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“Hosanna!

Not the most common word in our everyday language. | have said it during church services and sung it
in hymns. I've read it in the Bible and heard it proclaimed on Easter morning. | assumed saying
Hosanna praised the Lord and declared his glory. But | was wrong.

Hosanna differs unexpectantly in its meaning. This word originates from Psalm 118, verse 25 and is a
cry to God for help. Hosanna expresses intense emotion imploring God to save us and save us now.

When the people waved their palm leaves and laid their coats on the path before Jesus as he rode into
Jerusalem, they were asking him to save them. “O Son of David, save us.” Their shouts were cries for
hope Jesus would free them from the tyranny of the Romans.

The Jewish people waited for centuries for the Messiah to rescue them and perhaps this man called
Jesus was just the person to do the task they wanted.

They only saw their immediate need, while God has a much bigger plan in motion.

When | am stuck in the deep hole of discouragement and disappointment, | never imagine yelling,
“Hosanna”. My prayers for protection from fear and failure never voice this word either. When hurt
drags you down and you feel lost and scared, is your response hosanna?

To me, hosanna means praise. The word reminds me to keep my eyes on Jesus, my hope, anchor,
and savior. | call out to the Provider, not to my problem.

Now that | know the meaning of this word, saying hosanna becomes an appropriate response to any
difficult time and dark place. Hosanna gives hope, joy, and help.

We are like those people lining the road on that Palm Sunday so many years ago. We cry for Jesus’
help for our immediate need, failing to see God’s bigger plan. Praise God in these time.

Hosanna!”

Lent is a time of transformation. Letting go. Drawing closer to God. It is a time for becoming intentional
in our faith practices and a time of preparation, as we get ready to meet the Risen Christ.

May this season of Lent drench you with blessings as you remember you are a loved child of
God.

May this season of Lent stretch you out of your comfort zone and wake you up from your com-
placency.

May this season of Lent seal your brokenness with God’s healing and tender love.

Newsletter

The deadline for information Aori
pril
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